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1st August, 1967 

M r s .  Mary Lasker 
H o t e l  R i t z  
P a r i s ,  France 

Dear M r s .  Lasker, 

I was t e r r i b l y  s o r r y  t o  m i s s  seeing you i n  
New Y o r k .  For t e c h n i c a l  reasons i n  connection w i t h  my 
w i f e ' s  re -en t ry  v i s a  i n t o  Mexico I had t o  leave  a day 
e a r l i e r  than planned, and unfor tuna te ly  i n  the t w o  days 
I was i n  New Y o r k  you w e r e  i n  Washington. 

I t  would  have been a p l easu re  t o  see you and 
t o  t a l k  t o  you, b u t  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  w i l l  have t o  wait  
u n t i l  the spr ing when I p lan  t o  be i n  New Y o r k  again. 
(Unless some t i m e  you decide a f t e r  a l l  t o  v i s i t  Mexico). 

These f i v e  months of rest i n  Europe w e r e  r e a l l y  
marvellous. I feel  phys i ca l ly  f i n e ,  and the  absence of 
a l l  p ressure  and o b l i g a t i o n s  permi t ted  m e  t o  t h ink  
through many t h i n g s  a f r e s h ,  and even t o  w r i t e  p a r t  of a 
book. 

The Near East  crisis provided f o r  s o m e  dramatic  
moments, b u t  s i n c e  I w a s  convinced t h a t  the I s r a e l i  army 
d t h  i t s  much better t e c h n i c a l l y  educated s o l d i e r s  w o u l d  
win, and t h a t  the Sovie t  Union w o u l d  n o t  want t o  r i s k  a 
war, the f e e l i n g  of crisis was g r e a t l y  mi t iga ted .  

I am so r ry  w e  could not t a l k  about R u s s e l l ' s  
autobiography, w h i c h  i s  r e a l l y  a remarkable document.  
While he seems t o  have come under t h e  inf luence  of s o m e  
f a n a t i c a l  young people r e c e n t l y ,  t h i s  does not  d e t r a c t  
from the p i c t u r e  of an immendely t a l e n t e d ,  courageous 
and independent mind. I t  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  phenomenon 
h o w  the B r i t i s h  gppeScclass can produce a s p i r i t  of 
independence, even though r a r e l y ,  w h i c h  has  ha rd ly  i t s  
equal  enywhere. 
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W e  a r e  now s tay ing  a t  a s l i g h t l y  l o w e r  a l t i t u d e  
than Cuernavaca, i n  t h e  house of a f r i e n d ,  near Cuernavaca, 
and sha l l  s t a y  he re  f o r  about 2 weeks. 

I hope you w i l l  have a very p l easan t  t i m e  i n  
France. I t  would be a p l easu re  t o  hear  from you. 

W i t h  a l l  good wishes and w a r m  regards ,  

Y o u r s  , 

Erich Fromm 


